
• There would be clear benefits for pupils of a shared educational experience wnicn anows
for opportunities for collaborative learning across all curricular areas with a wider range
of peers to allow for different grouping arrangements. This can be achieved in Rousay
but would not be possible with a very small number of children on Egilsay;

• There would be improved opportunities in Rousay for children to develop the 4 capacities
of Curriculum for Excellence: successful learners, confident individuals, responsible
citizens and effective contributors. Children will have the opportunity to participate in real
life experiences in a bigger school. For example: Pupil Councils, Eco groups etc where
they learn to work in groups in a committee style to make improvements to their school;

• There would be a clear benefit for pupils receiving expressive arts subjects eg art, music
and PE which are taught by specialist itinerant teachers who travel to Rousay weekly.
Pupils from Egilsay would benefit from the ability to interact in larger groups for these
subjects;

• The transitional experience of pupils at Rousay Primary to secondary education is a
huge step into a much larger secondary school. Pupils often have a small peer group
when transferring from Rousay either at their own stage or knowing the older children
from composite classes. Pupils transferring from Egilsay would have a much more
limited experience within peer groups;

• The improved facilities at Rousay, since the building of the large extension 2 years ago,
now provide a high quality learning environment offering greater flexibility for all school
activities. For example, they now have a library and use of a variety of community rooms
for smaller group work. In Her Majesty's Inspectors (HMIe) report on Rousay Primary
School published in December 2007, accommodation and facilities were evaluated as
very good. A larger school such as Rousay has access to a bigger budget and as such
can be more flexible in allocating resources to enhance the learning of all children;

• In September 2009, HMIe re-visited Rousay Primary as part of the 2 year follow through
inspection activity and the school received a glowing report on all aspects of its work
since the previous inspection; and

• There are ongoing social benefits resulting from school activities run by the community
where children from Rousay and Egilsay both attend, for example, the annual water
sports day. Children already know each other well and they can engage actively with
each other in these fun social events.

Disadvantages to children attending Rousav Primary School

• Attendance for any future children on Egilsay requiring access to nursery/preschool
education would be more challenging in relation to travelling times and for parents
waiting while the child is attending the session. To address this Rousay Primary School
have created a waiting area available with refreshments which is used by parents
travelling from Wyre to Rousay to access nursery/preschool education for their young
children.

• The ferry timetable does not always coincide with the timings of the school day. To
address this there would be an expectation that a flexible approach to education
provision,/


